Realizing the meta-analytic potential--a survey of experts.
A survey of 99 authors of meta-analyses conducted between 1988 and 1993 was undertaken to identify policies and products that might be helpful in the realization of the procedure's ultimate potential. Although a number of differences were found between medical and social/nonmedically related health scientists, the greatest degree of overall enthusiasm for both groups was observed for the need to educate journal editors and primary researchers regarding information that needs to be reported in an empirical study. The respondents were also in general agreement that a consensus should be developed and disseminated on minimum standards for published meta-analyses. A number of the other proposals were less popular, although an argument is made that some of these have actually come to fruition since the original survey was conducted.